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The flower is sweet with a bad smell; galactagogue, aphrodisiac,
expectorant, carminative.—The seeds are galactagogue. The oil is
emollient (Yunam).
The bark is used in decoction as an astringent and tonic.
It is sometimes used as a remedy for rheumatic affections. It
is rubbed on the body as a cure for itch.
The leaves are boiled in water, and given as a cure for several
diseases; they make a good embrocation.
The flowers yield a distilled spirit, which is described by
Sushruta as heating, astringent, tonic and appetising. The flowers
are regarded as cooling, tonic and nutritive. They enter into the
composition of several mixtures of a cooling and demulcent character.
They are used in coughs, in the form of a decoction.
The dried flowers are used as a fomentation, in cases of orchitis
for their sedative effect.
The flowers fried in ghee are eaten by persons suffering from
piles. This is a favourite remedy of Madrassi doctors posing as
specialists in pile-cure. The Santals do not, as a rule, suffer from
piles; arid this is said to be due to their use of the flowers in the
manner stated above (B. D. B.).
The honey from the flowers is used in the treatment of eye
diseases.
The fruit is eaten. It yields, when expressed, a thick oil which
is much valued by the hill-tribes in the treatment of skin diseases.
Sudborough, Watson, and Chandorkar have carried out a fairly
exhaustive study of the oil from the seeds (Journ. Ind. Inst. Sc.;
1923). Its component fatty acids and glycerides have been further
determined by Dhingra and Seth (20th Ind, Sc. Congress; Patna,
1933).
Baigas: Mahu—; Bengal: Banmahuva, Mahula, Mahwa, Maul—;
Bhil: Mahura—; Bhumij: Mohul—; Bombay: Mahua, Moha,
Mova—; Burma: Kansan—; Canarese: Doddippe, Halippa,
Haltumbri, Hunage, Ippaya, Ippe, Ippi, Kadippe* Pokka, Sonedara-
kele, Udlu—; Central Provinces: Mhowa—; Deccan: Janglimoha,

